TUB NEW TURK TIMMS, SUNDd Y, JANUARY 25 . mo 



By JOHN KIFNER 

Speolal to Th» New r«* Time* 

CHICAGO, Jan. 24 — The 
finding list Wednesday of a 
I special coroner’s jury that the 
j deaths of two Black Panthers in 
a predawn police raid Dec. 4| 
were “justified” were based, the 
verdict noted, “solely and ex- 
clusively” on testimony pre- 
sented by. the police and the 
coroner’s office. 

But 'that evidence itself ap- 
peared to raise a number ofj 
questions about the incident, 
which the police have described 
as a gun battle lasting at J!ea$t, 
10 minutes, touched off by 
gun blasts from the occu 
of the small West Side aipittlf, 
ment. 4 

Members of the Black Pan* 
thers declined to testify. . > > 
Among the unexplained 
points raised by the testimony 
were the following: | 

•I A police firearms expert 
testified that among the ex- 
pended ammunition recovered 
from the apartment were the 
shell casings of five .32-caliber 
bullets. He testified that these 
did not match any of the al- 
leged Panther weapons the po- 
lice say they found and that 
the list of police weapons car* 
ried on the raid did not include 
any of .32 caliber. 

flThe same police expert, 
John M. Sadunas, testified that 
none of the 130-odd expended 
shell casings and slugs recov- 
ered from the apartment 
matched 17 of the 19 weapons 
the police say they seized. 

«IMr. Sadunas testified that 
three shotgun cartridge casings 
the police said they found in 
the apartmgqt matched the r< 
matatag tm ate|#»*w. Y*t - 
stags «r shMHiTfetlets 
afMs 

fa* mm ~ 

inwr v«vn raw. . 


black youth roups and- street 
gangs. * 

^Despite the heavy volume of 
fire described by the police, the 
only injuries they received 
came when one policeman cut 
his hand breaking a window 
with hi? pistol and another 
was grazed by gunfire coming 
through a wall, apparently fired 
by the police, 

flAnd testimony about the 
three shots fired into Fred 
Hampton, who was the Illinois 
chairman of the Panthers, raised 
a number of questions about 
the path of the bullets that 
jtaare fired u+ Mature of 


police testified that, went through the wall, but we 


Hampton’s body was found face 
down' on his stomach on a mat- 
tress that nearly filled the back 
bedroom, with his head toward 
the doorway. According to po- 
lice testimony and Panther 
sources, two other people were 
in the bedroom and, possibly, 
lying on the mattress. 

He was shot twice in the 
head and once in the left shoul- 
der. 

The foreman of the coroner’s 
jury, Dr. James T. Hicks, said 


Wednesday night that the panel, 


couldn’t determine who fired 
them.” 

These would be either part 
of a' volley of bullets fired at 
the back wall of the first bed- 
room and into the back bed- 
room — or a burst of machine- 
gun fire the police testified was 
fired diagonally through a clos- 
et in Jhe first bedroom. 

The bedrooms are in line with 
each other, behind the living 
room wall. To one side of the 
living room, a narrow hallway 
runs back to a dining area and 


“tetanoiiied 


j“ el rto a kitchen, whose back door 


Itte shbta that lulled Hampton 



[repeatedly ies tinea mat tnere 
had been a number of shotgun 
blasts directly out of the door- 
ways of the two bedrooms, no 
pellets or slugs were recovered 
from the opposite walls, and 
visitors to the apartment saw 
no marks on the walls. 

UPolice Sgt. Daniel Groth, 
who led the rafd, testified thatj 
there was no tear gas “avail- 
able,” although the raiders had 
drawn three shotguns and a 
submachine gun from a special 
weeapons arsenal. i ’ 
^Sergeant Growth also testi 
fied that no fingerprints were 
taken from any of the weapons 
the police said they seized. 

flAll 14 policemen who took 
part in the. raid testified that 
they had virtually no prior 
knowledge of the Black Pan- 
thers, although they are as- 
signed to the Special Prosecu- 
tions Unit of the State’s At- 
torney’s off ice,,. which was set 
up last spring with a specific 
misson of keepng an eye on 


from Hampton’s body came 
from the wound in the left 
shoulder and was found in his 
chest cavity. It was identify 
by the police firearms experts 
as a 30-caliber carbine slug. 

Negro Policeman’s Account 

The only policeman carrying 
such a weapon was James Da 
vis, a Negro patrolman. He was 
testified that he did all of his 
shooting — including the slaying 
of the second Panther, Mark 
Clark — in the living room. He 
testified his fire included 
a burst into the back wall of 


covered 


pens on a porch. One .gceupkhe living room. 

[of policemen came through tftf An autopsy assistant who re- 
front door, another through the! ' “ '* 

teak. 

The pathologist who exam- 
Hampton at the j. Cook 
County Morgue said thfcjfee 
two head wounds entered the 
i skull at opposite sides — in 
front of the ear in both cases — 
and exited through the lower 
part of the face or neck. 

Dr. Victor Levine, a former 
coroner’s pathologist who con- 
ducted a separate examination 
i 1 along with two other doctors 
[for the Hampton family, con- 
tends, however, that bo{h of 
the entrance wounds are on the 
right side of the face. 

For Hampton to be shot 
through the wall in the left 
shoulder, he would have to be 
Iving on his back, with his left 
tside toward the wall. 

But for either or both of the 
! slugs to rip through the wall 
and enter his head from the 
right side, he would have to be 
lying face down, with his right 
side toward the wall. 

The pattern of the bullets 
coming through the wall of t)ie 
bedroom irtely a Utle teove 
the sartace af .tte mattress, 
which 


he saw only muscle tissue oh. 
the slug and noticed no plaster 
debris on the wound. He said 
he cleaned the slug and wound 
immediately. 

Dr. Levine said his examina- 
tion had found a heavy dosage 
of Seconal, a sleep-inducing 
drug, in Hampton’s blood, but 
a coroner’s chemist testified 
that he found no evidence of 
Seconal or any other barbitu- 
rate in two tests, of the blood. 

Dr. Hicks, the jury foreman, 
said that the disputed testidtany 
about who fired the first shot— 
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